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Grand Knight Message
Brother Knights,
In a few days, on February 2, the Christmas 
season ends with the celebration of the 
feast of the Presentation of the Lord. 
The Church celebrates the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, which occurs 
forty days after the birth of Jesus and is also 
known as Candlemas day since the blessing 
and procession of candles are included in today’s liturgy. The 
previous (1962) liturgical calendar refers to this feast as the 
“Purification of Mary.” In obedience to the Old Law, the Lord Jesus, 
the firstborn, was presented in the Temple by his Blessed Mother 
and his foster father. This is another ‘epiphany’ celebration insofar as 
the Christ Child is revealed as the Messiah through the canticle and 
words of Simeon and the testimony of Anna the prophetess. This is 
known as a “Christmas feast” since it points back to the Solemnity 
of Christmas. Many Catholics practice the tradition of keeping out 
the Nativity creche or other Christmas decorations until this feast. 
(Our Nativity Scene is still up outside due to the deep snow.)
Pope St. John Paul II in 1997, established February 2 as the World 
Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. He attached it to “Candlemas 
Day” because the consecrated men and women are to be the light in 
the world, imitating Jesus, the Light of the World. The World Day of 
Prayer is moved to the following Sunday, February 4-5, to be 
celebrated in the parishes. Please pray for all those who have made 
commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on 
their special day. May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ 
and respond generously to God’s gift of their vocation. (from catholicculture.org)

O God, throughout the ages you have called women and men to pursue lives of 
perfect charity through the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. On this day of Prayer for Consecrated Life, we give you thanks for 
these courageous witnesses of Faith and models of inspiration. Their pursuit of 
holy lives teaches us to make a more perfect offering of ourselves to you. 
Continue to enrich your Church by calling forth sons and daughters who, 
having found the pearl of great price, treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above 
all things. (from prayerist.com)
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 Faith  

Men’s Bible Study and Rosary, 
Holy Hour, Adoration, That 
Man is You! (TMIY), Men of 
Christ Conference. 

 Community  

Habitat for Humanity, Helping 
Hands Food Pantry. 

 Family  

Family of the Month, Family 
Prayer Night/Open House. 

 Life  

Respect life from conception 
until natural death. 

Membership 

Want to get more information? 
http://bit.ly/Council15659. 

Want to join now? 
KofC.org/JoinUs 

1st year free with code: 
BlessedMcGivney

KNIGHTHOOD 
Council 15659 - St. Lucy of Racine

(continued next page)

http://bit.ly/Council15659
http://KofC.org/JoinUs
http://www.kofc15659.com
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Lent begins on February 22, Ash Wednesday. Prayerfully consider 
how you will celebrate Lent this year. There is the tried and true 
Dynamic Catholic “Best Lent Ever”; use this link https://
www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html to sign up for daily reflections. 
There are also spiritual enrichment opportunities each Wednesday 
morning at 7:00, the That Man is You Program on Fridays at 6:45 am 
at The Dish, Holy Hours the first Monday of each month, as well as 
other events shown in the left column of this newsletter. 
A second pitch for a great opportunity to learn more about your 
faith - participate in “The Catechism in a Year” with Fr. Mike 
Schmitz from Ascension. During the year, Fr. Mike Schmitz will 
read the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church, providing 
explanation, insight, and encouragement along the way. Start 
listening to the daily podcasts and download your copy of the 
reading plan of “The Catechism in a Year” at https://
ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear 

Save the date for the Men of Christ Conference, Saturday, March 
11, 2023. This year there is a collaboration with the parishes of 
Kenosha and Racine to hold a larger gathering of men locally at 
Carthage College. This is a great opportunity to invite other men to 
join us and also an opportunity for spiritual growth for members of 
our council. Sign up at https://menofchrist.net.
Vivat Jesus!
Philip Diehn, Grand Knight Council 15659 
St. Joseph and Fr. McGivney, please pray for us!

________________________________________________________________ 

Our Vision: 
This band of brothers stands united and dedicated to doing good works in the 
service of God and our neighbor.  
 

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
Faith-Based, Parish-Focused, & Star Council 

Serving St. Lucy & St. Sebastian Parishes
Instituted March 10, 2013

Articles are due one week before the first of the month
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Coming Up 

• Helping Hands Food Pantry 
– Food Donations accepted 

• 1st Saturday Men’s Rosary 
- 6:30 a.m., St. Lucy 

• Sunday Readings Bible Study 
– Saturdays, 7:00 a.m., St. Lucy 

• That Man is You! (TMIY) 
– Fridays, 6:45 a.m., The Dish 

• Most Chaste Heart - St. Joseph 
– 1st Wednesday (fast for bride) 

• Adoration 
– Tues, Wed, Thurs, 9-3:00 

• Men’s Formation Group 
– Wed., 7:00 a.m., St. Lucy 

• Men of Christ Leadership Event 
– 4th, 8:00 a.m., Meno. Falls 

• Holy Hour 
– 6th, 6:00 p.m., St Lucy 

• Officer’s Meeting 
– 7th, 6:30 p.m., St. Lucy 

• Habitat for Humanity 
– 11th, see Clem Bauer 

• Valentines Dinner 
– 12th, 12:30, Franklin 

• Member’s Meeting 
– 14th, 6:30 p.m., St. Lucy 

• Men of Christ Leadership Event 
– 18th, 8:00 a.m., Greenfield 

• Assembly 1207 (4th Degree) 
– 27th, 7:30 p.m., McGivney 

Officers  

GK-Philip Diehn, DGK-Erwin Lim, FS-
Ryan Anderson, Chaplain-Dcn Eric 
Sewell, Chancellor-Don Klemt, 
Recorder-Greg Schneider, Treasurer-
Earl Wirtz, Advocate-Greg Helding, 
Warden-Joe Woitach, IG-Al 
Roszkowski, OG-Pat Metzker, 
Lecturer-Paul Thomas, Trustees-Bill 
Carlisle, Jim Johnson, Rick Legois.

http://www.kofc15659.com
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
https://menofchrist.net


February 2023 Newsletter 
Bishops, Priest and State and Membership, 

Most good Catholics have heard the song Mary did you know? Last month’s Columbia magazine has an 
article on page 19 titled, “Joseph, did you Know?” I would like to draw your attention to this article for a 
couple of reasons.  The First reason is that while most are familiar with Mary’s Fiat, her “Yes” to becoming 
the Mother of Jesus. What is less clear is what Joseph thought when he learned that Mary was pregnant 
even though they had had no relations. The article explains a few things about this, and I hoped that you 
would benefit from this as I did. The second reason is that, like the article, a lot of members of the Knights of 
Columbus are well aware of some key parts of the Knight’s story there are still many aspects of this story 
that are less known. 

I have been asked many times, “Why are the Knights so concerned about getting new members?” I have 
also been asked why the insurance with the Knights is always talked about. I would like to provide some 
additional information to those questions in such a way that it might benefit you in continued activities with 
the Knights of Columbus. First, I believe that not unlike the United States in the early days, the Catholic 
church was not given a place of reverence on the town square. When I went to New Haven, the place of our 
order’s founding, New Haven has a town square that has four sides yet no Catholic Church there. This was 
mostly because they were not allowed on the square. Today many don’t realize the gift of every town having 
a Catholic Church with a place of belonging representing the true presence of Christ in their community. 
Most Knights Councils were started in the early 1900s and most became the activity hub of that Catholic 
community. Now, most churches have many organizations doing all sorts of activities and the Knights are 
getting lost in the shuffle. This is a problem because the Knights are the defenders of all others and one in 
solidarity with our Priests. I know a church that was once surrounded by the KKK threatening to burn it to the 
ground with a Priest inside until the Knights arrived in force to prevent such a tragedy. We need more 
motivated younger men to be called to the service of the poor, the fatherless, and widows just like when we 
started. We pray for them to make sure no one is vandalizing our churches and communities.  So, the need 
is still very real, and I would argue that more immediate than ever. 

We should be called to talk about our insurance programs and why they exist as well as to share our story 
and our mission. In Connecticut, our Founder Fr. McGivney saw with his own eyes that no one would insure 
the immigrants of the time, especially the Irish immigrants coming to America to escape the famine in 
Ireland. While he looked to solve this problem, he began to notice other fraternal organizations were forming 
to protect their members with insurance. He thought if we do this, we can strengthen the bond between 
Catholics and rally around a mission to protect widows and orphans. With humility, I would say his plan 
worked. The reason we exist is still to protect Catholics in need even though today more companies will 
insure us, we still have an underlying problem. Most of those companies vote against what we believe as 
Catholics with our own money. So, an ever-present reason to do business with our insurance is to do like the 
first degree says if all things are equal purchase your protection from us for the greater good of all Catholics. 
Brother, Did you Know? 

Vivat Jesus, 
Tim Nowak, General Agent 

https://www.kofcwi.org/
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KNIGHTS MOURN THE DEATH OF THE POPE EMERITUS
kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/pope-emeritus-benedict.html

In his statement on Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s death, Supreme
Knight Patrick Kelly calls Pope Benedict’s teachings ‘a theological
treasury and profound testimony to Jesus Christ and His Church.’

Pope Benedict XVI blesses the crowd during a rally for seminarians and young
people at St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y., April 19, 2008. (CNS

photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
 

“Today, with over 2 million brother Knights of Columbus around the world, I join Pope Francis
and the whole Church in mourning the loss of a great and holy priest and teacher — our
Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI.

“One cannot consider the legacy of Pope Benedict XVI without immediately thinking of his
magisterium and theological insights, which Pope Francis recently affirmed ‘are not directed
towards the past, but are fruitful for the future.’

“Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclicals, books, homilies and other writings form a theological
treasury and profound testimony to Jesus Christ and His Church, which he served with such
humility and fidelity.

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/pope-emeritus-benedict.html
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“The late Pope, who attended all four sessions of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965)
as a priest, theological expert and advisor, went on to serve for nearly a quarter century as
Prefect of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith under Pope John Paul II,
before himself leading the Church as the Vicar of Christ.

“In both roles, the Knights of Columbus were grateful beneficiaries of the wisdom and
teaching of the late pontiff, including by his interventions at several symposia and gatherings
sponsored by the Knights through the years. His first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, remains a
guiding light for the world — and for the Knights of Columbus specifically, since one of our
founding principles is charity, and our global charitable work is at the heart of our activity as
Knights.

“In 2008, during his pastoral visit to the United States, Pope Benedict XVI recognized ‘the
remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael
McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.’ The
decree of heroic virtue, which Pope Benedict approved in March of that year, opened the
way for our Founder’s eventual beatification in 2020.

“As we continue to be confirmed and strengthened by Pope Benedict’s teachings about the
eternal truths of our faith, Knights of Columbus throughout the world join in prayer for the
repose of his soul.”
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Hello Men!


We are very excited about Men of Christ 2023 and 
the prospect of making this biggest, broadest, and 
most impactful conference ever.


How? Our speakers, our format, and the leadership of men like you who 
tirelessly bring the strength of Christ to men when it’s needed most.


Most of you know that we spend a significant amount of time helping coach and 
develop our leaders to help you build your parish team and more effective 
outreach to men. That’s why we like to bring our speakers in for a more personal 
presentation. Our leaders are not only energized but return to their parish 
knowing what the speakers will bring to the conference. That said, our 2023 
conference training events are ready for registration.


Register today for our Leadership Events in February:


February 4th, St. Mary, Menomonee Falls, Wis.

We’re planning to have Fr. Patrick McConnell, from Superior, Wis.

https://menofchrist.net/event/4-february-2023-leadership-event/


February 18th, St. John the Evangelist, Greenfield, WI

Bart Schuchts will be in person, delivering hard-hitting messages geared 
specifically for men. 

https://menofchrist.net/event/18-february-2023-leadership-event/


We’ll step you through the conference flow, help you build your core team, and 
share best practices from other leaders in attendance. 


Register today for our leadership events and get a taste of the powerful 
messages you’ll be hearing at Men of Christ 2023!


Thanks & God bless you and your families,


Men of Christ DMG Team

Pat Masterson 
AJ Garcia

https://menofchrist.net/event/4-february-2023-leadership-event/
https://menofchrist.net/event/18-february-2023-leadership-event/


alentine’sVd a y  d i n n e r

Knights of Columbus

Sunday - February 12th

 Cocktails 12:30 - Dinner 1:00 
cash bar

Root River Bowling Center  
7220 W Rawson Ave, Franklin, WI

$20 per person
Please RSVP by Monday Feb 6th to  

Don Bauer (414) 491-5967 - dbauer@kleentest.com

St. Louis and St. Paul’s parishioners  
are welcome to join us



Enter into the Mysteries of Christ and 
Rediscover the Power of the Rosary 

An authentic encounter with Christ leads to our 
transformation and sanctification. Mysteries of the 
Rosary integrates deeply reflective insights on the 

life of Christ, theological truths, and captivating 
stories together with breathtaking scenery, 

illuminating sacred art, and inspiring music. By 
filming on location in the Holy Land, our aspiration is 

to make the Rosary come alive in the hearts and 
minds of the participants. Encounters with Christ in 

the episodes and discussions will lead to even 
deeper encounters with Him in personal prayer and 

contemplation.

Lent 2023

https://www.therosaryseries.com

https://www.therosaryseries.com


Reserve your seat today! 

Your Parish Contact 
Eric Sewell  262-886-6057, 
deaconerics@gmail.com 

Carthage College 
2001 Alford Park Dr. 
Kenosha, WI 53140 

*Confessions all morning

PLEASE JOIN US AT Carthage College, Kenosha, WI

7:00 
Patriotic Rosary 
 
7:30 
Morning Mass 

8:00 
Continental breakfast 
 
8:45 
Opening Remarks 
 
8:50 First Talk 
Kevin O’Brien

9:15 Second Talk 
Putting the Armor of 
God… the MLB Way, 
Mike Sweeney 

10:00 Third Talk 
Spiritual Warfare, 
Fr. John Burns 

10:50 Fourth Talk 
Confession, 
Fr. John LoCoco

11:20 Fifth Talk 
Father/Son Blessing, 
Archbishop Jerome Listecki 
 
12 Noon 
Official conference end 
Fellowship 
Optional 6th talk

Saturday 11 March 2023
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